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Interesting about the extenders. The
Republicans are using them as an ex-
cuse to get votes for their political
ploy they have here tonight. They have
been expired for 6 months. They have
needed to be extended for 6 months.
But the Republicans always want to
wheel them out so they can attract
votes to, as Mr. RANGEL called, their
stinkeroo of a bill.

But, my colleagues, this is deadly se-
rious. We are here to get the job done
for the American people. We are not
here to give money, a transfer of
wealth, a transfer of wealth, to the
wealthiest people in America. And who
pays the price? The middle class. Well,
if we are going to survive as a democ-
racy, a healthy democracy which is a
model to the world, it is about time we
understood that central to that democ-
racy is a thriving, expanding middle
class whose job we are here to do. Let
us have tax cuts for them, not for the
wealthiest people in the country and
send the tax bill to the middle class.

Let us remember the words of His
Holiness, ‘‘promote justice.” Oppose
this rule. Oppose this bill. And let us
get serious about helping the American
people.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, people in this country
are tired of politics as usual, and what
is before us today is politics as usual.
It is cynical and it is wrong. This is a
press release. This is a political stunt.
My friends on the other side of the
aisle know that there will be no min-
imum wage increase when you tie it to
tax cuts for Paris Hilton. It is just not
going to happen. The Senate has al-
ready said that this is going nowhere.
You know that.

To my Republican friends who have
taken to the floor today to say that
they support the minimum wage, to
the 20 Republicans who signed a letter
to their leader asking that we bring
the minimum wage to the floor, let me
say that it is not enough to go through
the motions. If you really believe that
we should have an increase in the min-
imum wage, which has been stuck at
$5.15 for 9 years, then you need to de-
mand action. And what we are doing
today is not demanding action.

Mr. Speaker, during those 9 years
since we last raised the minimum
wage, this Congress has given itself
eight pay raises. There is something
fundamentally wrong when we can give
ourselves pay raise after pay raise, but
we cannot raise the minimum wage for
those who are making $5.15 an hour.
These families work hard. They are
working every day. They are living in
poverty.

Mr. Speaker, do the right thing. Let
us have a clean up-or-down vote on the
minimum wage. Vote against this rule.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of
my time.

Mr. Speaker, this rule provides for
consideration of two very important
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bills. One bill is a pension reform bill
that has been worked on for over 5
years on a bipartisan, bicameral basis.
It is a very important piece of legisla-
tion and it needs to pass. The other bill
is a bill that has two very important
provisions: tax provisions dealing with
the death tax and raising the minimum
wage.

And I have to say, Mr. Speaker, I am
curious by hearing the debate. I kept
hearing on the other side of the aisle
their talking about ‘‘just give us an up-
or-down vote.” Well, I think we are
sent here by our constituents to do
more than vote. We are here to enact
legislation. And the expectation, the
expectation is that the second dealing
with the tax provisions and the min-
imum wage will pass not only this
body, but will pass the other body and
become law.

I think that is much, much better
service to our constituents rather than
just saying give us a vote up or down
and knowing that it may not pass both
bodies. This will pass both bodies.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time, and I move the previous
question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, on that, I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———

PROVIDING FOR AN ADJOURN-
MENT OR RECESS OF THE TWO
HOUSES

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I offer a privileged concurrent
resolution (H. Con. Res. 459) and ask for
its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution, as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 459

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That, in consonance with
section 132(a) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946, when the House adjourns on
the legislative day of Friday, July 28, 2006, or
Saturday, July 29, 2006, on a motion offered
pursuant to this concurrent resolution by its
Majority Leader or his designee, it stand ad-
journed until 2 p.m. on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 6, 2006, or until the time of any re-
assembly pursuant to section 2 of this con-
current resolution, whichever occurs first;
and that when the Senate recesses or ad-
journs on any day from Thursday, August 3,
2006, through Monday, August 7, 2006, on a
motion offered pursuant to this concurrent
resolution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand recessed or adjourned until
noon on Tuesday, September 5, 2006, or such
other time on that day as may be specified
by its Majority Leader or his designee in the
motion to recess or adjourn, or until the
time of any reassembly pursuant to section 2
of this concurrent resolution, whichever oc-
curs first.

July 28, 2006

SEC. 2. The Speaker of the House and the
Majority Leader of the Senate, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the
House and the Minority Leader of the Sen-
ate, shall notify the Members of the House
and the Senate, respectively, to reassemble
at such place and time as they may des-
ignate if, in their opinion, the public interest
shall warrant it.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the concurrent resolu-
tion.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

on

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on questions previously
postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order: adoption of H. Res. 966, by the
yeas and nays; adoption of H. Con. Res.
459, by the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The next
electronic vote will be conducted as a
5-minute vote.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 5970, ESTATE TAX AND
EXTENSION OF TAX RELIEF ACT
OF 2006 AND H.R. 4, PENSION
PROTECTION ACT OF 2006

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
pending business is the vote on adop-
tion of House Resolution 966, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on the resolution.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 217, nays
194, not voting 22, as follows:

[Roll No. 419]

The

YEAS—217
Aderholt Brown (SC) Diaz-Balart, L.
AKkin Brown-Waite, Diaz-Balart, M.
Alexander Ginny Doolittle
Bachus Burgess Drake
Baker Burton (IN) Dreier
Barrett (SC) Calvert Duncan
Bartlett (MD) Camp (MI) Ehlers
Barton (TX) Campbell (CA) Emerson
Bass Cannon English (PA)
Beauprez Cantor Everett
Biggert Capito Feeney
Bilbray Carter Ferguson
Bishop (UT) Castle Fitzpatrick (PA)
Blackburn Chabot Flake
Blunt Chocola Foley
Boehner Cole (OK) Forbes
Bonilla Conaway Fortenberry
Bonner Crenshaw Fossella
Bono Cubin Foxx
Boozman Culberson Franks (AZ)
Boustany Davis (KY) Frelinghuysen
Bradley (NH) Davis, Tom Gallegly
Brady (TX) Dent Garrett (NJ)
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